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Vanuatu	
Vanuatu is an independent Commonwealth 

state in the South Pacific. Which has a rich 

Melanesian culture and heritage known as  

the New Hebrides. It was settled during the 

19th century by Europeans and jointly  

administered by the UK and France as  a “ 

Condominium” from 1906 until 1980. 

Vanuatu is an archipelago spread over 83  islands  and the 

economy is focused on agriculture. Subsistence farming is 

prevalent and  livestock  farming  is  a  target  for  growth.  A 

small light industry sector caters to the local market. Fishing, 

financial  services  and  tourism  are  other  notable  sectors  of 

the national economy. 
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Economic	 Citizenship:	
Development	 Support	
Program	
The economic citizenship program “Development Support Program” DSP started in 2017 

for the purpose of raising funds to support infrastructure and promoting economic 

development. Prior to that there have been other citizenship programs already. 

Candidates may apply for Vanuatu citizenship by contributions to the government for USD 

130’000 for a single applicant and up to  USD  180’000 for a family of 4  members. Due 

diligence and administrative fees are not included. 

The citizenship acquired is called “Ni-Vanuatu” and it is hereditary. Those receiving it 

have full citizens’ rights and the passport is valid for a period of 10 years (renewable 

upon expiry). 

Program	Features	   
Processing  time: 

2 months 

   The Vanuatu Financial Intelligence Unit  carries 

out a preliminary verification within  only one 

week after initial documents are submitted 

(passport, police clearance, CV). 

   After additional documents are submitted the 

Citizenship  Commission will  issue  an 

approval-in-principle letter if the application is 

approved and the applicant shall transfer the 

contribution amount to EC Holdings (Vanuatu) 

Ltd as the local, government-appointed 

citizenship   agent. 

Visa-free travel to 135 countries, incl. 

UK, Schengen, Singapore, Hong Kong, and 

Russia. 

 

Right to reside in Vanuatu and 

visa-free transit in Australia 

 
No requirement of 

physical presence 

 

Direct flights from Sydney, 

Brisbane, Auckland and Fiji 

Contribution amounts are set in US Dollar, Euro 

and  Australian  Dollar.  The  applicant  can 

choose their preference of currency to transfer 

the funds. 

Disclaimer 

This brochure is for informational purposes only and is not intended to provide legal or other professional 

advice. EC Holdings,  it  aûliates,  subsidiaries,  branches  and  representatives  do  not  accept  responsibility 

for any direct, indirect or consequential loss or damage which may arise from  reliance  on  information, 

analysis, views and projections contained  in  this  brochure.  The  Program  is  subject  to  change  without 

notice and new  laws  and  regulations.  EC  Holdings  cannot  assume  responsibility for  any  changes.  Contact 

us at any time for the most up to date information. 

 

 
Government Authority 

Vanuatu  Citizenship  Commission 

 
   



Antigua & Barbuda 

Mr. Kevin Hosam 
+1 268 788 1234 
hosam@ec-hodings.com 
8 Columbus Drive, 
Hodges Bay 

St. John’s 

 

Bahamas 

Mr. Patrick Feuz 
CFA, TEP 
+1 242 357 5599 
patrick@ec-holdings.com 
Albany Financial Center, 

Suite 601 
South Ocean Boulevard, 
Nassau 

+1 242 603 5595 

Latvia 

Ms. Baiba Krievina – Sutora 
LLM, EMBA 

+371 292 577 21 
baiba@ec-holdings.com 
Terbatas 14, Floor 4&5 

LV-1011 Riga 

 

Nigeria 

Mr. Benedict Popo 
LLB (Hons) 
+234 1 632 3355 
bpopo@ec-holdings.com 

7 The Terraces 
39b Rumens Road, 
Ikoyi, 

Lagos 

 

Singapore (Head Oûce) 

Hon. Philippe A. May 
+65 6991 2345 
may@ec-holdings.com 

20 Cecil Street,# 14-01 
S-049705 

 

St. Kitts and Nevis 

Mr. Telbert Glasgow 
Ph.D., TEP 

+1 869 469 5501 
telbert@ec-holdings.com 
Suite 7, Henville Building 
P.O. Box 258, 

Charlestown, Nevis 

 

Vanuatu 

Mr. Martin St.-Hilaire 
CPA CA, MBA 

+678 77 44 500 
martin@ec-holdings.com 
Govant Building,  
Lini HIghway 

P.O. Box 1276, Port Vila 

Vietnam 

Mr. LÊ Diêm My 
diemmy@ec-holdings.com 

+84 898 342 898 
21F, Vietcombank Tower, 
5 Cong Truong Me Linh, 
Ben Nghe Ward, District 1. 

Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam 

St. Lucia 

Mr. Jonathan McNamara 
+1 758 451 7308 

jonathan@ec-holdings.com 
Almond Road & Flamboyant 
Drive 
Rodney Bay Village,  

Gros Islet 

Monaco 

Mr. Sylvain Fresia 
sylvain@ec-holdings.com 
+377 64 391 2176 
Monte Carlo View 
8 Avenue Hector Otto 

98000, Monaco 

 

U.A.E. 

Mr. Alexander Bello  
+971 56 892 9303 
ab@ec-holdings.com  
Business Center 1, M Floor 
The Meydan Hotel 

Nad Al Sheba 
Dubai, U.A.E. 

 

Martin St.-Hilaire 

Co-founder and Director 
 

A dual citizen of Vanuatu and Canada, Martin St.-Hilaire is a qualified Chartered Professional Accountant (CPA, CA)  and  member of the 

Institute of Canadian Chartered Accountants. Holding a Master’s degree in Business Administration (MBA) from Laval University, Quebec, 

Canada. Martin has extensive experience in Accounting, Audit and Financial Management. He has previously worked for the “big four” 

accounting firms in Canada (Arthur Andersen/Deloitte) and New Caledonia (KPMG). Martin has been living in Vanuatu since 2003, was the 

CEO of Pacific Private Bank and is currently the Chairman of the Vanuatu Financial Centre Association (www.fca.vu). In 2019 he became 

the country’s first rum distiller with his brand “83 Islands”. 
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